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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Art Unit: 4148 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 5-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maki et al. 
[US 6515568] in view of Hayashi [JP 05036532A]. 

With respect to claims 5 and 8, Maki discloses a laminated coil comprising: 

a laminated body including a non-magnetic body section 216 and magnetic body sections 
2 1 5 provided on both main surfaces of the non-magnetic body section as shown in figure 
6; 

the magnetic body sections including a plurality of stacked magnetic layers 2 1 5, the non- 
magnetic body section including at least one layer of a non-magnetic layer 216; and 
a coil including coil conductors 2 1 3 provided in the laminated body and being helically 
connected; 

at least one of the coil conductors is provided inside the non-magnetic body section or on 
each of the main surfaces of the non-magnetic body section as shown in figures 5-6; See 
column 6, lines 1-30. 

Maki discloses the claimed invention except for the width of conductor inside the non-magnetic 
body section is greater than that of the coil conductor provided in the laminated body. 
Hayashi discloses a coil conductor 2-1, 2-2 provided on both main surfaces of the body section 1- 
2, 1-1 wherein the width d2 greater than dl of the laminated layer, see figures 1-2 and paragraph 
[0033]. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
have the coil conductor width in the non-magnetic section being greater than that of the coil 
conductor in the body as taught by Hayashi to the coil conductor as disclosed by Maki. The 
motivation would have been to stabilize the stray capacitance; see [0034] of the translation. 

With respect to claim 7, Maki discloses a plurality of the non-magnetic body sections 
being provided inside the laminated body. 

With respect to claims 9 and 17, the at least one of the coil conductors of the at least one 
non-magnetic body section includes a coil conductor provided inside the non-magnetic body 
section as shown in figure 5 of Maki. 

With respect to claim 14, Maki shows at least one non-magnetic body section includes 
only a single layer of non-magnetic material as shown in figure 6 [the single layer 216 in the 
figure]. 

With respect to claims 10-11, 16 and 18, Maki discloses the at least one of the coil 
conductors of the at least one non-magnetic body section includes coil conductors provided on 
both main surfaces of the non- magnetic body section as shown in figure 5. 

With respect to claims 13 and 15, figure 5 of Maki shows at least one non-magnetic 
body section includes a plurality of non-magnetic body sections provided in the laminated body. 

With respect to claims 6 and 12, Maki in view of Hayashi discloses the claimed invention 
except for the conductor width of the coil conductors having a greater conductor width is about 
1 .05 to about 2. 14 times the conductor width of the other coil conductors provided in the 
laminated body. It is found that the width of the conductor is depends upon the application of the 
coil device, which means it is function of design. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
found it is obvious to choose the relative ratio of the width of the conductors within the laminated 
body that is function for the desired application. Accordingly, the width ratios of the conductors 
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is an obvious design choice. In Gardner v. TEC Systems, Inc., 725 F.2d 1338, 220 USPQ 777 
(Fed. Cir. 1984). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANH T. MAI whose telephone number is (571)272-1995. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 5/4/9 Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin Enad can be reached on 571-272-1990. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Anh T. Mai/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2832 



